Gryffe High School English Department
Homework Policy

To promote, encourage and develop a lively awareness and interest in all aspects of the subject, but especially in reading, are the aims of homework in English. It is hoped that our pupils will develop independent study skills and read for pleasure, which should stand them in good stead in later years.

The English Department recognises the vital part that homework plays in a

number of very important ways:

· Firstly, it is necessary in order to reinforce work that has already been done in the classroom;

· Secondly, it can be used as preparation for work that will eventually take place in the classroom;

· And finally, it is an aid to life-long learning in that it encourages independent learning at home.

Homework every day

The English Department expects pupils to continue their study of English at home in many ways, the most important of which is that pupils should make an effort to get into the reading habit. Texts that can be read at home include: novels from the school or class library; fact-based books like The Guinness Book of Records (but don’t just look at the pictures!); and newspapers and magazines.

Homework frequency

All pupils in S1 and S2 are issued with homework every week.

Pupils in S3 and S4 are issued with homework at least once a week.

Pupils in S5 and S6 are issued with homework after most periods

Homework Context

This is varied: sometimes it reinforces work done in class; at other times it prepares pupils for work that will take place at a later date in the classroom.

Marking Homework

Much of the homework that is issued by the department will be marked as a self-, peer– or group-assessment exercise. This will give pupils instantaneous feedback and encourage a sense of responsibility. Sometimes sampling will be used as part of this system. At other times, however, this type of assessment will not be relevant to the task and the teacher will mark the work along more traditional lines.

Recording Homework
Success in homework will sometimes be indicated through the use of symbols, e.g. ticks, numerical marks, grades and comments. But, in a wider sense, homework achievement will be recorded by the class teacher to provide evidence for interim and full reports, and, of course, for feedback to parents on parents’ evenings.

Failure to submit homework

If a pupil does not return homework on even one occasion, attendance in departmental detention will be arranged between the pupil and class teacher. If this happens on three occasions, this information will be passed on to the Principal Teacher, who will issue an official punishment exercise. Finally, if there is no improvement in the situation, the depute head will be contacted, who will then discuss the matter with staff/parents/guidance.

Parents and Homework

We, in the English Department, have found that the more a parent is involved in the homework procedure, the more successful that procedure actually is. To that end, we would be very grateful if all parents could contribute to homework in the following ways:

· Regularly discuss homework with your son/daughter.

· Offer support by looking over completed homework and signing it.

· Provide a suitable place where homework can be undertaken.
	Year Group
	Term
	Task/Activities
	Frequency of Homework Given

	S1
	Regularly, throughout          Terms 1 -3
	· Reading Programme

· Finishing Class Work

· Language Work
	· Weekly

· When required

· Two/Three times a term



	
	One  (Aug – Oct)


	· Personal Writing – Diary Entry

· Personal Writing – Extended Autobiographical Account  (extended piece of writing)

· Individual Presentation
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home (Sept) then to be re-drafted in ICT *

· Preparation to be completed at home



	
	Two  (Oct – Dec)
	· Individual Script (extended piece of writing)

· Script Performance

· Plot Timeline of a play

· Gryffestyles Poetry Competition (optional)
· Critical Essay of a poem (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Preparations completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home

· Completed at home 
· Completed at home (if required)



	
	Three (Jan – Mar)


	· Scots Language poetry recitation and competition
	· Preparations/memorisation completed at home (if required)

	
	Four (Mar – May)
	· Critical Essay of a work of prose (extended piece of writing)

· Descriptive/Imaginative writing activity (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home (if required)


	Year Group
	Term
	Task/Activities
	Frequency of Homework Given

	S2
	Regularly, throughout          Terms 1 -3
	· Reading Programme

· Finishing Class Work

· Language Work
	· Weekly

· When required

· Two/Three times a term



	
	One  (Aug – Oct)


	· Critical Evaluation of a novel
	· Completed at home (if required)



	
	Two  (Oct – Dec)
	· Individual Script (extended piece of writing)

· Script Performance

· Plot Timeline of a play

· Gryffestyles Poetry Competition (optional)

· Critical Essay of a poem (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Preparations completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home

· Completed at home 

· Completed at home (if required)



	
	Three (Jan – Mar)


	· Magazine Article based on events in a narrative poem
· Storyboard based on ordering events in a narrative poem
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home 

	
	Four (Mar – May)
	· Critical Essay of a work of prose (extended piece of writing)

· Descriptive/Imaginative writing activity (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home (if required)


	Year Group
	Term
	Task/Activities
	Frequency of Homework Given

	S3
	Regularly, throughout          Terms 1 -3
	· Reading Programme

· Finishing Class Work

· Language Work
	· Weekly

· When required

· Two/Three times a term



	
	One  (Aug – Oct)


	· Personal Writing – Diary Entry

· Personal Writing – Extended Autobiographical Account  (extended piece of writing)

· Individual Presentation
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home (Sept) then to be re-drafted in ICT *

· Preparation to be completed at home



	
	Two  (Oct – Dec)
	· Individual Script (extended piece of writing)

· Script Performance

· Plot Timeline of a play

· Gryffestyles Poetry Competition (optional)

· Critical Essay of a poem (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Preparations completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home

· Completed at home 

· Completed at home (if required)



	
	Three (Jan – Mar)


	· Scots Language poetry recitation and competition
	· Preparations/memorisation completed at home (if required)

	
	Four (Mar – May)
	· Critical Essay of a work of prose (extended piece of writing)

· Descriptive/Imaginative writing activity (extended piece of writing)
	· Completed at home (if required)

· Completed at home (if required)


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Year Group
	Term
	Task/Activities
	Frequency of Homework Given

	S4
	Regularly, throughout          Terms 1 -3
	· Reading Programme

· Finishing Class Work

· Language Work

· Redrafting

· Revision/Past Papers

· Folio Prep

· Talk preparation
	· Weekly

· When required

· Two/Three times a term

· Two/three times a term

· Dec-May – weekly

· Three/Four times a term

· Once a term




* Indicates where research, production or re-drafting of work is conducted cross-curricular (with another subject)
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